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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-27 have been examined. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-4 and 24 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Messner (U.S. Patent 6,370,514), discloses a gift certificate service 
system for managing sales, gifting, and usage of electronic gift certificates according to 
a request by a user's communication terminal through a network, comprising: a gift 
certificate service server for managing purchase, gifting, and usage operations on the 
electronic gift certificates from the communication terminal (Abstract; column 3, lines 4- 
20); and a gift certificate database, accessed by the gift certificate service server, for 
storing electronic gift certificate information, and processing a reply to an inquiry of 
electronic gift certificate usage from the gift certificate service server (ibid.; column 1 , 
lines 19-33). Messner does not expressly disclose a distinct network server, accessed 
by the gift certificate server and accessing the user's communication terminal, but does 
disclose a voucher server which users' communication terminal access, and which 
accesses other servers, including merchants' gift certificate servers (Figure 3; column 5, 
lines 31-40; column 7, lines 18-43). Messner does not expressly disclose this voucher 
server/network server performing a client interface function with the purchase, gifting, 
and usage of the electronic gift certificates, and transmitting the user's gift certificate 
purchase particulars and gift certificate information for usage of the corresponding gift 
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certificate to the communication terminal, but does disclose a personal computer or 
other communication terminal of the user (column 5, lines 31-40; column 7, lines 17-27; 
Figure 3), and it is well known to transmit information on purchase particulars to users' 
personal computers or other communication terminals to perform client interface 
functions, as taught, for example, by Melero et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/01 1 1879) (paragraphs 54 and 59). 

Messner does not expressly disclose storing electronic gift certificate information 
prior to transferring the gift certificate to a transferee, but Neofytides et al. (U.S. Patent 
Application Publication 2002/0152176) teaches storing gift certificates or other stored 
value instruments prior to transferring them to transferees (paragraph 22). 

Messner does not expressly disclose that the electronic gift certificate is a 
multimedia message including barcode data, but Sliwa ("Retailers Mull Pulling Plug on 
E-Commerce") teaches emailing bar-coded gift certificates (paragraph beginning, "The 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio-based women's apparel retailer"), implying messages that include 
barcode data, and multimedia messages are well known as taught, for example, by Aho 
et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0039589) (paragraph 6). Messner does 
not expressly disclose that the electronic gift certificate information stored by the gift 
certificate database includes at least one of a gifting history of the gift certificates or a 
usage history of the gift certificates, but Benston ("Retailers Report Problems Verifying 
Gift Certificate Cards") teaches maintaining gift certificate histories on a computer, 
which from context appears to include at least one of a gifting history or a usage history 
(paragraph beginning, "An advantage of the cards, other than", et subseq.). However, 
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neither Messner, Sliwa, nor any other prior art of record discloses that the network 
server is responsive to use of the electronic gift certificate occasioned by displaying the 
barcode data on the communications terminal. Kitaura et al. (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2002/0091569) discloses an electronic coupon system wherein coupon 
barcodes can be displayed using cellular phones (see, e.g., paragraphs 115-118), but 
this is not the same as the recited claim limitation. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claims 5-9 and 27 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Messner (U.S. Patent 6,370,514), discloses an electronic gift 
certificate circulating method, comprising: (a) receiving a user's purchase request from 
the communication terminal (column 7, line 45, through column 8, line 58); (c) settling 
the electronic gift certificate, and issuing the electronic gift certificate to the user, when 
the user requests settlement (column 8, line 59, through column 9, line 17); and (d) 
storing issued gift certificate information in a gift certificate database (column 9, line 66, 
through column 10, line 37). Messner does not expressly disclose (e) notifying the user 
of the gift certificate purchase particulars and gift certificate information for usage in a 
message format (although Messner does disclose notifying the user of the delivery or 
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non-delivery of the gift certificate to a recipient, as well as notifying a recipient of a gift 
certificate [column 9, lines 51-65]), but it is well known to notify users of purchase 
particulars, as taught, for example, by Melero et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/01 1 1879) (paragraphs 54 and 59). 

Messner does not expressly disclose (b) checking a settlement state of the 
electronic gift certificate bought by the user, but Lindquist (U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2003/0018553) teaches checking a settlement state of an electronic gift 
certificate bought by a user (paragraph 46). 

Messner does not expressly disclose storing issued gift certificate information in 
the gift certificate database prior to transferring the gift certificate to a transferee, but 
Neofytides et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0152176) teaches storing gift 
certificates or other stored value instruments in a database prior to transferring them to 
transferees (paragraph 22). 

Messner does not expressly disclose that the electronic gift certificate information 
stored by the gift certificate database includes at least one of gifting history of the gift 
certificates and usage history of the gift certificates, but Benston ("Retailers Report 
Problems Verifying Gift Certificate Cards") teaches maintaining gift certificate histories 
on a computer, which from context appears to include at least one of gifting history and 
usage history (paragraph beginning, "An advantage of the cards, other than", et 
subseq.). 

However, Messner does not disclose that the communication terminal displays 
barcode data upon use of the electronic gift certificate, and neither does any other prior 
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art of record. In particular, Sliwa ("Retailers Mull Pulling Plug on E-Commerce"), 
discloses emailing bar-coded gift certificates to customers, and Kitaura et al. (U.S. 
Patent Application Publication 2002/0091569) discloses an electronic coupon system 
wherein coupon barcodes can be displayed using cellular phones (see, e.g., paragraphs 
115-11 8), but this is not the same as the recited claim limitation. 

Furthermore, because claim 5 is a method claim, it has been examined for 
qualifying as statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101 , in light of In re Bilski et al, 88 USPQ 2d 
1385 CAFC (2008); Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 (1981); Parker v. Flook, 437 
U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 (1972); Cochrane v. 
Deener, 94 U.S. 780, 787-88 (1876). Because claim 5 is tied to a particular machine, 
the communication terminal, and could not be performed as purely mental steps, it is 
held to be statutory. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claims 10-14 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Messner (U.S. Patent 6,370,514), discloses an electronic gift 
certificate circulating method, comprising: (a) receiving a user's gifting request from a 
communication terminal (column 7, line 45, through column 8, line 58); receiving 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,528 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3625 

information on the gift certificate to be gifted and a transferee when the user's gift 
certificate, or a gift certificate purchasable by the user, is found (column 7, line 51, 
through column 8, line 68); and (d) transmitting the gift certificate selected by the user to 
the transferee (column 8, lines 36-58; column 9, lines 51-65); and Messner implies (e) 
updating the user's gift certificate information (e.g., by informing the user of the delivery 
or non-delivery of the gift certificate, column 9, lines 51-65) and storing updated 
information in a gift certificate database together with the transferee's gift certificate 
information (column 10, lines 21-57). Messner does not expressly disclose (b) inquiring 
an existence state of the gift certificate possessed by the user of the gift certificate 
database, and determining the existence state, but Cheong (U.S. Patent 7,006,993) 
discloses inquiring and determining the existence state of a gift certificate possessed by 
the user of the gift certificate database (column 1 1 , lines 54-67). 

Messner does not expressly disclose (f) notifying the user of the gift certificate 
gifting information in a message format (although Messner does disclose notifying the 
user of the delivery or non-delivery of the gift certificate to a recipient, column 9, lines 
51-65), but it is well known to notify users of relevant information on purchases, as 
taught, for example, by Melero et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/01 1 1879) (paragraphs 54 and 59). 

Messner does not expressly determining the existence state of the gift certificate 
prior to transferring the gift certificate to a transferee, but Neofytides et al. (U.S. Patent 
Application Publication 2002/0152176) teaches storing gift certificates or other stored 
value instruments in a database prior to transferring them to transferees (paragraph 22), 
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which implies determining their existence, since non-existent certificates cannot 
properly be transferred. 

Messner does not expressly disclose that the electronic gift certificate is a 
multimedia message including barcode data, but Sliwa ("Retailers Mull Pulling Plug on 
E-Commerce") teaches emailing bar-coded gift certificates (paragraph beginning, "The 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio-based women's apparel retailer"), implying messages that include 
barcode data, and multimedia messages are well known, as taught, for example, by 
Aho et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0039589) (paragraph 6). 

Messner does not expressly disclose that the electronic gift certificate information 
includes at least one of a gifting history of the gift certificates and a usage history of the 
gift certificates, but Benston ("Retailers Report Problems Verifying Gift Certificate 
Cards") teaches maintaining gift certificate histories on a computer, which from context 
appears to include at least one of gifting history and usage history (paragraph 
beginning, "An advantage of the cards, other than", et subseq.). 

However, Messner does not disclose that the communication terminal displays 
barcode data upon use of the electronic gift certificate, and neither does any other prior 
art of record. In particular, Sliwa discloses emailing bar-coded gift certificates to 
customers, and Kitaura et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2002/0091569) 
discloses an electronic coupon system wherein coupon barcodes can be displayed 
using cellular phones (see, e.g., paragraphs 115-118), but this is not the same as the 
recited claim limitation. 
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Furthermore, because claim 10 is a method claim, it has been examined for 
qualifying as statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101, in light of In re Bilski et al, 88 USPQ 2d 
1385 CAFC (2008); Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 (1981); Parker v. Flook, 437 
U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 (1972); Cochrane v. 
Deener, 94 U.S. 780, 787-88 (1876). Because claim 10 is tied to a particular machine, 
the communication terminal, and could not be performed as purely mental steps, it is 
held to be statutory. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Claims 15-23, 25, and 26 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
prior art of record, Messner (U.S. Patent 6,370,514), discloses an electronic gift 
certificate circulating method, comprising: (a) receiving a request for usage from a user 
of the system via a communications terminal (column 7, lines 18-43; column 9, line 66, 
through column 10, line 20); (b) inquiring the gift certificate database of an existence 
state of the gift certificate possessed by the user (column 10, lines 21-37); (c) settling 
the price with the gift certificate and determining whether the settlement is possible 
(column 10, lines 28-57); (d) processing the settlement on the price information when a 
settlement is possible (column 10, lines 28-57), (e) updating the settlement information, 
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and storing the updated information in the gift certificate database (column 10, lines 28- 
57, especially lines 38-43); and (f) notifying the user of the gift certificate usage 
information in a message format (column 10, lines 28-57, especially lines 38-43). 
Messner does not expressly disclose that the usage request is selected by the user 
from among the gift certificate information stored in the communication terminal, but 
does disclose delivering messages regarding a gift certificate to a recipient, by email or 
other means (column 9, lines 51-65). It is well known to store received emails in the 
communication terminals of recipients, which would result in gift certificate information 
being stored in the communication terminal. 

Messner does not expressly determining the existence state of the gift certificate 
prior to transferring the gift certificate to a transferee, but Neofytides teaches storing gift 
certificates or other stored value instruments in a database prior to transferring them to 
transferees (paragraph 22), which implies determining their existence, since non- 
existent certificates cannot properly be transferred. 

Messner does not expressly disclose that the electronic gift certificate is a 
multimedia message including barcode data, but Sliwa ("Retailers Mull Pulling Plug on 
E-Commerce") teaches emailing bar-coded gift certificates (paragraph beginning, "The 
Reynoldsburg, Ohio-based women's apparel retailer"), implying messages that include 
barcode data, and multimedia messages are well known as taught, for example, by Aho 
et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2001/0039589) (paragraph 6). 

Messner does not expressly disclose that the electronic gift certificate information 
stored by the gift certificate database includes at least one of a gifting history of the gift 
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certificates and a usage history of the gift certificates, but Benston ("Retailers Report 
Problems Verifying Gift Certificate Cards") teaches maintaining gift certificate histories 
on a computer, which from context appears to include at least one of a gifting history 
and a usage history (paragraph beginning, "An advantage of the cards, other than", et 
subseq.). 

However, Messner does not disclose that settling the price with the gift certificate 
and determining whether the settlement is possible comprises presenting the gift 
certificate by displaying barcode data on the communication terminal, and neither does 
any other prior art of record. In particular, Sliwa discloses emailing bar-coded gift 
certificates to customers, and Kitaura et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0091569) discloses an electronic coupon system wherein coupon barcodes can 
be displayed using cellular phones (see, e.g., paragraphs 115-11 8), but this is not quite 
the same as the recited claim limitation. In Kitaura, coupons are presented, rather than 
gift certificates, and the presentation does not appear to settle the whole price; and 
determining the existence state of such a coupon, as in Kitaura, would not involve a 
gifting history or usage history, since coupons do not have a gifting history or usage 
history in the same sense as gift certificates. 

Furthermore, because claim 15 is a method claim, it has been examined for 
qualifying as statutory under 35 U.S.C. 101, in light of In re Bilski et al, 88 USPQ 2d 
1385 CAFC (2008); Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 175, 184 (1981); Parker v. Flook, 437 
U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 (1972); Cochrane v. 
Deener, 94 U.S. 780, 787-88 (1876). Because claim 15 is tied to a particular machine, 
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the communication terminal, and could not be performed as purely mental steps, it is 
held to be statutory. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Christensen et al. (U.S. Patent 5,710,886) disclose an electric 
couponing method and apparatus. Kitaura et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/0091569) disclose an electronic coupon system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas D. Rosen, whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6762. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith, can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Non-official/draft communications can be faxed to the examiner at 571-273-6762. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 



Application/Control Number: 10/528,528 Page 13 

Art Unit: 3625 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Nicholas D. Rosen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3625 

April 21, 2009 



